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In	
  brief...
This	
  is	
  a	
  story	
  of	
  dreams,	
  of	
  loss	
  and	
  of	
  guilt;	
  each	
  a	
  creaAve	
  and	
  a	
  destrucAve	
  force	
  

that	
  pushes	
  our	
  protagonist	
  both	
  to	
  dark	
  and	
  peaceful	
  places	
  as	
  reality	
  slips	
  further	
  

from	
  his	
  grasp.	
  Our	
  brief	
  glimpse	
  into	
  the	
  mind	
  of	
  one	
  lonely	
  paAent	
  opens	
  on	
  a	
  single	
  

hospital	
  bed	
  where	
  James	
  is	
  tangled	
  up	
  in	
  his	
  sheets,	
  ba<ling	
  his	
  demons,	
  

forever	
  trying	
  to	
  save	
  his	
  son	
  David	
  from	
  the	
  dark	
  water	
  below.	
  Surrounding	
  the	
  

bed	
  toy	
  model	
  ships	
  li<er	
  the	
  floor,	
  waiAng	
  for	
  a	
  child	
  to	
  return.	
  

James’s	
  bed	
  becomes	
  a	
  ra\	
  amid	
  the	
  ocean	
  of	
  his	
  hospital	
  room,	
  where	
  he	
  sees	
  

over	
  and	
  over	
  again,	
  the	
  recollecAon	
  of	
  his	
  children	
  and	
  wife,	
  now	
  

lost	
  in	
  the	
  wreckage	
  of	
  the	
  Titanic	
  disaster.	
  James	
  builds	
  a	
  sea	
  of	
  dreams	
  

around	
  himself	
  to	
  forget	
  the	
  deep	
  well	
  of	
  loss	
  and	
  guilt	
  

that	
  is	
  slowly	
  but	
  surely	
  destroying	
  his	
  body	
  and	
  his	
  mind.	
  

Are	
  James’	
  dreams	
  his	
  own,	
  or	
  the	
  invenAon	
  of	
  his	
  medicaAon?

The	
  how	
  and	
  why	
  that	
  James	
  so	
  deeply	
  blames	
  himself	
  for	
  their	
  

death	
  will	
  unravel	
  as	
  we	
  dive	
  with	
  him	
  between	
  dream	
  and	
  reality.	
  

This	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  ghost	
  story.	
  David	
  is	
  as	
  real	
  for	
  the	
  audience	
  as	
  he	
  is	
  for	
  James.	
  

We	
  hear	
  his	
  cries,	
  we	
  see	
  him	
  play	
  with	
  his	
  sister	
  and	
  we	
  know	
  the	
  moments	
  

that	
  made	
  up	
  his	
  short	
  life.	
  His	
  presence	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  our	
  eyes,	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  music	
  

that	
  drives	
  and	
  shapes	
  our	
  narraAve,	
  leads	
  us	
  to	
  quesAon	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  our	
  

own	
  reality.	
  

For	
  what	
  is	
  madness	
  when	
  waking	
  life	
  becomes	
  

no	
  longer	
  bearable,	
  and	
  our	
  imagined	
  or	
  remembered	
  life	
  is	
  all	
  

that	
  is	
  le\	
  to	
  live	
  for?

In	
  the	
  light	
  of	
  more	
  recent	
  events	
  on	
  the	
  

Italian	
  coast,	
  and	
  in	
  memory	
  of	
  the	
  Titanic	
  in	
  the	
  anniversary	
  

of	
  it’s	
  sinking,	
  this	
  short	
  opera	
  explores	
  human	
  nature	
  when	
  

pushed	
  to	
  our	
  most	
  vulnerable	
  moments;	
  the	
  fatal	
  mistakes	
  we	
  

make	
  that	
  define	
  us	
  and	
  the	
  fragility	
  of	
  our	
  percepAon	
  of	
  reality.	
  

©	
  Genevieve	
  Dawson,	
  March	
  2012
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Clarinet	
  in	
  Bb
(db.	
  Bass	
  Clar.)

Trumpet	
  in	
  Bb
(db.	
  Flugel)

Percussion

James

Keyboard

Violin

'cello

The	
  scene	
  opens	
  on	
  a	
  man	
  curled	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  hospital	
  bed,	
  he	
  is	
  in	
  a	
  state	
  of	
  delirious	
  fever,	
  
half	
  asleep	
  and	
  half	
  awake.	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  spotlight	
  on	
  the	
  bed	
  -­‐	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  room	
  is	
  in	
  darkness.	
  
Clutched	
  in	
  his	
  arms	
  is	
  a	
  model	
  ship,	
  broken	
  in	
  two.

SFX1	
  -­‐	
  WAVES	
  c.	
  10sec.
SFX2	
  -­‐	
  BELLS	
  c.	
  7sec.A

SFX1	
  -­‐	
  WAVES	
  c.	
  10sec.
SFX2	
  -­‐	
  BELLS	
  c.	
  7sec.
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"Prologue"
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Vln.

Vc.

molto
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  dim. // q.	
  =	
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  [	
  Come	
  prima	
  ]14

ø
pp
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motor	
  off
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(Spoken:	
  David...David...)

ff

don't fall a sleep-­‐ now.
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  David...David...
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He	
  wakes	
  confused,	
  sits	
  up,	
  tries	
  to	
  stand	
  but	
  falls	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  bed	
  with	
  dizziness.	
  The	
  lights	
  come	
  
up	
  on	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  room.	
  He	
  is	
  surrounded	
  by	
  toy	
  models	
  of	
  ships;	
  sailing	
  boats,	
  cruise	
  liners,	
  
oil	
  tankers	
  –	
  some	
  made	
  of	
  paper,	
  some	
  of	
  wood,	
  they	
  hang	
  from	
  the	
  ceiling	
  and	
  cluFer	
  the	
  floor.	
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Throughout	
  this	
  song	
  David	
  has	
  grown	
  more	
  distressed.	
  In	
  these	
  final	
  lines	
  James,	
  Anna	
  and	
  Marie	
  
collapse	
  onto	
  the	
  bed	
  laughing	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  breath.	
  The	
  lighOng	
  changes	
  again	
  to	
  a	
  single	
  bulb	
  swinging	
  
above	
  them,	
  emoOng	
  the	
  swaying	
  of	
  the	
  ship.	
  David	
  remains	
  sOll,	
  heaving	
  with	
  breath	
  as	
  well,	
  
but	
  watching	
  the	
  three	
  figures	
  lying	
  together.	
  James	
  puts	
  his	
  arms	
  around	
  his	
  wife	
  and	
  daughter	
  
and	
  as	
  they	
  lean	
  back	
  and	
  close	
  their	
  eyes	
  they	
  begin	
  to	
  fall	
  asleep.	
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you had held on for life to your son and your daugh ter but your wife had been lost when the ship fin 'lly-­‐ went un der.-­‐

My wife had been lost when she fin 'lly-­‐ went un der.-­‐
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It went down with a roar, a great black sigh but you held on for life to your son and yourdaugh ter In the wrek age-­‐ they

...a great black sigh
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  can	
  hear	
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  is	
  trying	
  to	
  
concentrate	
  on	
  his	
  own	
  thoughts,	
  he	
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  they	
  are	
  not	
  there	
  in	
  truth.	
  They	
  stand	
  just	
  in	
  the	
  light	
  
of	
  the	
  room,	
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  sOll.
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